
The
Government'

s target of an80per
centreduction in carbonemissionsby
2050requiresactiononallfronts.

Ubiquitous , anytime IT access is a huge
energydrain

,

and at a timewhenanextra

challengeisn' t needed
,

networkand IT

professionalsmustact to manageand
reducetheirconsumption . Changing
individual '

s habitswillbecriticallyimportant
to encouragerestraintandultimately ,

save

money.

If carbonreductionis to beachieved
,

organisationsmustunderstandand
manageeveryaspect of theirorganisation' s

energyuse . There is littlesense in having
anenergyefficientdatacentre if therest of

thenetworkfails to operateefficiently . By
monitoringandefficientlymanaging
networkdevicesanddesktopelements

,

a

businesscandemonstrably contribute to

green IT targets ,

in turnreducing theirdrain
onbothenergyandfinancialresources.
TheUK is thefirstcountry to adopt a legally
bindingobjective to reduceemissions

,

so
businesses mustactquicklyto reducetheir
environmental impact.

Immeasurableamounts of moneyare
wastedonenergybyUKbusinesses

annually , particularly in larger
organisationssuchastheNHS

,

whose
currentcarbonfootprint is 18million
tonnes of

CO2peryear . TheNHShas
pledged to becomeEngland

'

s leadinglow
carbonorganisationandreach a tenper
centreduction of

its2007carbon footprint ,

by2015 . Allorganisations need to set
ambitious targets to reducetheirown
carbonoutput.
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7 IT access is crucial to business

operationsbut it
is alsoa hugedrainon

energy . Employing a bestpractice
approach to powermanagement requires
organisations to applypoliciesandprofiles
andsetitsownenergyreductiontargets.
Thiscanonlybeachievedbyunderstanding
thedetail of itsenergyusage ,

which in turn
canbeused to modifyuser'

s activityand
attitudes.

PowermanagementputsPCsandthin
clientsintohibernation

, standbymode or

shutsthemdown .Whendeployedcorrectly ,

powermanagementcanbeaccountable
for

a 98percentpowersaving , byusing
hibernationmode . This is themostefficient
modeasStandby is slightlylessefficient

,

butstilloffers a 75percentsaving.

Historically , powermanagement hasbeen
difficult to implement ,

soorganisations
havebeenreluctant to invest .However

,

withsignificantchanges in architectureand
deployment ,

this is nolongerthecase.
Networkmanagersneed to source a

solutionthatusesmatureandproventools
andthat is easy to deploy . It mustdeliver
resultsand in nowayadversely impact
dayto-dayoperations.

A maturesolutionenableseffective

management of powerconsumptionand
activelycontributes to energyreduction

targets .Forexample ,

IT maintenance tasks
suchaspatchingcanbechallengingduring
businesshours . Aneffectivepower
managementsolutionsetspolicies to

accommodatethis
, enablingPCs to be

automaticallyswitchedon
,

out of
hours

,

FEATURENETWORKPOWER

ensuringthatusersarenotinterruptedand
computersarereturned to hibernationon
completion of definedtasks.

Networkmanagersarenotsolely
responsible forimprovingpowerefficiency
andeachuserneeds to beencouraged to

reducetheirindividualcarbonfootprint.
Pointscoringsystems thatawardand
deductpointsdependingon a user' s

IT

habitscanmotivateindividuals to

contribute to
theirworkplace' s green

targets . Effectivepowermanagement tools

requirenotraining or technicalexpertise ,

souserscanbeactivelyinvolved
, feeling

part of thesolution in whichweallhave a

stake.

Organisationsareunder increasing
pressure to adopt a greenstrategy.
Businessesthatembracepower
managementwillmeetenvironmental

targetsandreducecosts . Theymay in some
circumstancesbetakingsteps to secure
theirsupply of electricityassupply
infrastructures in someareasbecomeover
stretched . Powermanagement is the
obviousnextstepforbusinessesthatwant

to worktowardscreating a lowcarbon
Britainandevensecuretheirownfuture .N(
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